Idea/Convention Activity

Book Title: Casey Over There

Author and Biblio Info:  Staton Rabin, Harcourt Brace & Company, New York, 1994 0-15-200289-8

Genre:  Mixed genres:  historical fiction + letters + nonfiction author note

Summary

Aubrey was seven during WWI.  His brother, Casey, joined the army and spent time in Europe fighting.  During his stint, Aubrey wrote him letters and a letter to Uncle Sam, asking that Casey be sent home.  President Woodrow Wilson answered the letter.  Casey did return home after the war was over.  This book is replete with pictures making visual the life of the early 1900’s.  It also helps reinforce the convention of letter writing and filling out envelopes correctly.

Grade Level:  secondary

What to do:

1.  Read the book out loud

2.  Working in pairs, have students take the period in history they are studying or are interested in.  Create a story like the one in this book and letters written back and forth between several characters.  Add an author note at the end.

