Word/Sentence Fluency Activity

Book Title:  Favorite Poems of Childhood

Author:  edited 

Genre:  Anthology of all the wonderful nursery rhymes so important to primary students’ education.  Deenie Palmer Wolf, famous literacy expert, says we need a common culture taught in school.  This book will do the trick.

Summary:  Mother Goose has arrived with all her favorite nursery-rhyme friends in this unique collection that brings together her most magical words and rhymes in one volume.  Young children can discover their best-loved characters including Three Blind Mice, Little Bo Peep, Puss at Court, etc.  

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, chart paper, student spiral journals

What to do for this activity:

1. Read aloud one or two and sing those you can with the children joining in.  I like children to clap, snap, hop, skip in a circle, whatever so that their bodies can move with these rhymes.

2. After they have had fun singing and dancing to the song, I have a little basket of tricks I like to use to work on rhyme, or phonemic awareness.  Using a rhyming word from one of the nursery rhymes, I ask children to circle up.  I say a word with many possibilities for rhyming, such as “play” and then toss a bean bag or stuffed toy to a child so that child can come up with another rhyming word that rhymes with “play,” and so on.  I invite kids to make up nonsense words if they want just to keep the game going.  Rhyme is the key.  

3. Other phonemic awareness idea are:  clap the beats (a precursor to syllabication), playing London Bridges with onset/rimes (“What’s the rhyme that’s in this word, in this word, in this word, What’s the rhyme that’s in this word:  play, play, play.”  The bridge children capture a child and this child thinks of a rhyme, such as “day” and then sings:  “Day’s the rhyme that’s in this word, in this word, in this word.  Day’s the rhyme that’s in this word, day, day, day.”  Continue.)

4. I like to have children do readers’ theater.  Builds fluency, oral expressiveness, etc.  So children can group up, pick a nursery rhyme, and perform it.  I like to round up a little audience for these regular monthly shows.  Donald Graves, the writing guru, says if you’re going to have the kids write, they need to share or go public.  Likewise, if you are going to have the kids practice reading orally (readers’ theater) they need to perform or go public, too.
