Sentence Fluency Activity

Book Title:  Gerald McBoing Boing

Author:  Dr. Seuss

Genre:  Poetry

Summary:  Gerald is probably ADHD.  He is wild and wacky and has his dad turned inside out with worry.  For Gerald can’t speak words.  He makes sound effects.  

Grade Level:  Any

Time Required:  15 minutes a day for three days.

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, typed copy of the manuscript, seven or eight readers.

What to do:

1.  Read aloud.

2. Seek volunteers to perform parts:  narrators, Gerald, Father, Teacher, Doctor, Radio Man

3. Have students rehearse for fluency.  Gather together a few costumes/props.  Also stools, if you want, as this is a readers’ theater and best performed sitting down.  Seek an audience, preferably of younger students or the public library read aloud.

Performance Rubric 

	Trait
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Accuracy in decoding

(saying the right word)
	
	
	
	

	Enunciation (Also called Diction.  This is clarity of words spoken w/ use of teeth, tongue, lips)
	
	
	
	

	Rate (speed—should have a variety)
	
	
	
	

	Pause (to build suspense, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Volume (loud enough to be heard—a person can whisper and be heard with ample breath.)
	
	
	
	

	Pitch (highness/lowness of sound.  Also called Vocal Variety or Intonation)
	
	
	
	

	Chunking (Also called Phrasing or Segmenting.  Has to do with how a reader pauses/chunks apart a sentence so it is meaningful.  
	
	
	
	

	Facial expressiveness (smile, frown)
	
	
	
	


