Idea/Voice/Organization Activity

Book Title:  Jack and the Whoopee Wind

Author:  Mary Calhoun

Genre:  Picture Book—Folklore

Summary:  Jack lived in Whoopee, Wyoming and was tired of being tormented by the wind!  He tries all sorts of things to tame the wind and finally comes up with a winning solution. 

Grade Level:  Any

Time Required:  20 minutes over several days

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, journal, pencil

What to do:

1. Build context for the book by discussing Wyoming’s “finer” qualities—such as the wind, the long roads, potholes, blizzards, whatever.  

2. Read aloud the book to the class.

3. Reread parts of the book, asking children to notice the voice, especially vivid verbs and exaggeration.  First point out vivid verbs--all the words that showed what the wind did:  whisked, swirled, tormented, snickered, etc.  Point out how the author used exaggeration to make the story funny.  For example, “Mose barked, but the wind blew away the sound.  Way beyond the barn it came out, ‘Yarp!  Yarp!’”   

4. Show children the episodes in the book—how it was organized with segments as Jack tried to solve the wind problem.  Use a sequence chain to visually represent these episodes (see attached).  

5. Have students work in small groups or pairs.  Think about a Wyoming problem and various ways this problem could be solved.  Use the sequence chain to plan the story.  Pick the best solution for the last one.  Then write the text.

6. On the following day, ask students to go back into their Folklore and do some correctives/enrichments.  Add in some vivid verbs.  Add in some exaggeration.
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