Conventions Activity

Book Title:  Old Black Fly

Author:  Jim Aylesworth

Genre:  Picture book 

Summary:  Mama, Sister Baby…all chase an old black fry thorugh the house and the alphabet.  This funny, rhythmic chant is strong enough to stand alone.  Chant this one over and over.

Grade Level: Kindergarten and First

Time Required:  20 minutes 

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, board.

What to do:

1. Read aloud the book sharing the pictures.  Read alouds are best set up in the “living room” part of the classroom where children are snuggled up close to the teacher so they can see.  I call this lap reading.

2. It’s wonderful to employ physical response—singing or clapping.

3. You can use magnetic letters or felt letters or sandpaper letters.  But the second time through this story, you might start pointing out the letters of the alphabet by placing them on the board.

