Idea/Organization Activity

Book Title:  Pieces, A Year in Poems and Quilts

Author:  Poetry by Anna Grossnickle Hines

Genre:  Poems

Summary:  Beautifully illustrated, Pieces shares a love of quilting with lovely language.  The illustrations do more than express the literal; they interpret and extend the poetry work.

Grade Level:  older students

Time Required:  15 minutes

Materials/Preparation Needed:  journals, an overhead of the poem

What to do:

1.  Make an overhead of one of the poems. Read aloud.  Then have students join with you (shared reading).  

2. Have students take a look at the way the poem is put together.  It is not rhymed, but there is a steady cadence, a folksy one like our grandfathers talking over at the mill or the granary.

3. Kids might take a look at the VOICE chart attached and see if they can find elements in one of the poems to put in the appropriate column

4. Following this free verse pattern, have students write their own verse.  Pick a subject from nature and give it plenty of rich details.

5. Another approach for art kids is to have them find a poem and illustrate it, following the quilt motif.

Voice Chart

	Vivid Verb
	Metaphor
	Senses
	Alliteration
	Specific

	
	
	
	
	


