Idea/Sentence Fluency/Voice Activity

Book Title:  The Gift of the Sacred Dog

Author:  Paul Goble

Genre:  Picture Book--legend

Summary:  A brave boy goes into the hills and prays for help for his people. A rider on a magnificent animal comes to him and says:  “This animal is called the Sacred Dog.  He can do many things your dogs can do and also more…. He is as the wind.”  Thus the Sacred Dog, or horse, is given to the boy’s tribe.

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, journals, coloring materials, pencil

What to do for this activity:

1. Read aloud with expression.  

2. Ask a few comprehension questions:  What is the dog, really?  Why did the illustrator make the pictures in the central section, during the boy’s vision, so fantastical?  What do they represent?

3. Read the author’s note in which he explains the factual basis for his legend. 

4. Ask students to think of another natural phenomenon:  Devil’s Tower, the Tetons, Natural Bridge, or whatever.  Ask them to brainstorm with a buddy a possible legendary explanation for such a natural phenomenon and write a legend of their own.  Illustrate.  If the students want to write their explanation and illustrate on only one page, then you can compile these into a class book to be shared with parents on a check out basis (this is an answer to the question:  what writing do we send home to parents since so much of the writing stays in the IDEA phase in a journal or IDEA BOOK and in writing portfolios.  My friend Laura puts a copy of the standards/benchmarks in writing inside the front cover of her class books and a signup/comment page inside the back cover for parents.  Her class books are checked out to parents on a rotating basis.)

5. A sentence fluency activity that is oral is:  have students imitated as best they can (or bring in a guest who knows) an Indian circle dance and have them chant the poems at the end.

6. They could also write short poems, reminiscent of haiku, imitating the form of the last poem:  “Daybreak appears when a horse neighs.”  Only the kids will use their own natural phenomenon to write about.
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Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the grade level.

		1. Students use the writing process of prewriting, drafting, revising , editing, and publishing to create descriptive, narrative, and expository writing for various purposes and audiences.

2. Students use thoughtful word choice, sentence variety, and conventions including capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and usage in pieces that are in the writing process.


3. Students write logically, chronologically, and coherently with strong beginnings, supporting sentences, transitions, and conclusions.
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